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INTRODUCTION 
 
Thank you for purchasing the Thatch-Away Verticutting units. 

 
These units incorporate many unique design features including Tungsten Carbide-tipped Fan Force blades  
and finned spacers to assist cutting discharge, a parking position for the real rollers to protect your blade tips  
when the units are not in use, a universal unit design which can be quickly converted to fit all popular greens 
mowers by changing only the fitting kit, and a swing-open chassis for rapid cassette changeover. 

 
 
 

IMPORTANT  
 
The universal unit design necessitates a wide range of fittings to cover all popular mower options. Please use  
this manual carefully and methodically to ensure you fit your Thatch-Away carefully to your particular greens 
mower. 

 
Please follow this sequence: 

 

• Unpack all boxes carefully and check you have the appropriate fitting kit – see pages 10-17 for the relevant  
page for your brand of greens mower. 

 

• Height of cut calibration 
 

• Attach fitting kit and units to greens mower – see pages 6-8 for relevant pages for your brand of greens  
mower 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 
 

 

 

 

WARNING AND SAFETY 

 CONSIDERATIONS              

        NOTE:           Advises you of information or instructions vital to the operation or  maintenance of this equipment. 

WARNING: Do not operate this equipment without suitable protective clothing 
 Keep away from rotating blades. Thrown objects and rotating cutter can cause severe injury. 

WARNING: Do not attempt to physically handle the cutter blades when they are in rotation.  
Always switch off the power source and allow time for the cutter blades to slow down and stop. 

WARNING: Thrown objects and loud noise can cause severe eye injury and hearing 
loss. Wear eye and ear protection when operating this equipment.  

THE PURPOSE OF SAFETY SYMBOLS IS TO ATTRACT YOUR ATTENTION TO POSSIBLE 
DANGERS.  
THE SAFETY SYMBOLS, AND THEIR EXPLANATIONS WITH THEM, DESERVE YOUR 
CAREFUL ATTENTION AND UNDERSTANDING.  
THE SAFETY WARNINGS DO NOT BY THEMSELVES ELIMINATE ANY DANGER .  
THE INSTRUCTIONS OR WARNINGS THEY GIVE ARE NOT SUBSTITUTES FOR PROPER 
ACCIDENT PREVENTION  MEASURES. 

WARNING: Failure to obey a safety warning can result in injury to yourself or to oth-
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CAUTION: Failure to obey a safety warning may result in equipment damage.  

DANGER: Failure to obey a safety warning will result in serious injury to yourself or to others. Always fol-
low the safety precautions to reduce the risk of personal injury. 

CAUTION: Always abide by the mower manufactures safety guides when  
operating this equipment.  

WARNING: Do not attempt to set cutter blades when they are in rotation.  
Always switch off the power source and allow time for the cutter blades to stop.  



 
 

 

 

 

“SET BY FEEL” HEIGHT OF CUT ADJUSTERS 
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Fit a Verticutting cassette into the chassis and turn upside down on the bench.  

Ensure straight edge angle is  
positioned square on the 
swing roller. 

Turning the Knurled adjusting knob to lift and 
lower front roller to achieve required cutting 
height. 

Blade tips should only lightly touch centre 
of STRAIGHT EDGE when cutter assem-
bly is slowly rotated  by hand. 

Ensure that the pivoting roller is 
in operation position 

 

 

  

Using a straight edge (as shown)  turn the knurled adjusters, up or down ,until both sides are    

level, and the blade tips are just touching the straight edge 

1. 

2. 

Now turn the Thatch-Away unit back onto it’s rollers and slacken the Grooved Gauge 

locking screw.       

3. 

Ensure the lock screw is loose and turn the stainless steel Grooved gauge until the lower 
stepped edge is aligned with the top face of the Knurled handgrip. Tighten the lock screw 

carefully making sure that the Grooved Gauge doesn’t turn at the same time. 

 

Ensure that the DUST COVERS are correctly fitted over the  

“Set by Feel” Height of cut adjusters before use.  
 

 The” Set by Feel “ height of cut adjuster is now calibrated and  

your units are now set at zero.  

4. 

 
 

A. Stepped edge of Grooved gauge, correctly 
aligned with top face of Knurled handgrip. 

B. TOP of the Grooved gauge level with the 
top face of the knurled adjusting knob. 

MASTER SETTING POINTS 

MASTER SETTING POINTS 

There are two master setting points (A and B below) which indicate when the different types of cassettes are set at zero. 

CALIBRATION Lock screw 
Grooved Gauge 

Knurled handgrip 

Do not attempt to physically 
handle the cutter blades when 
they are in rotation.  
Always switch off the power  
Source and allow time for the 
cutter blades to slow Down  
and stop. 

WARNING:  

Dust Cover 

HOW TO RE CALIBRATE YOUR HEIGHT OF CUT ADJUSTERS  

Thatch-Away SUPER-SYSTEM have their “Set by Feel” Height of cut adjusters pre-set at the factory 

and do not normaly need re setting. If for any reason you do need to re set them, use the following 

procedure.  

5. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 
Ensure that the DUST COVERS 

are correctly fitted over the  

“Set by Feel” Height of cut  
adjusters before use.  



 
 

 

 

 

SETTING CUTTING DEPTH 

 
THATCH-AWAY HEIGHT OF CUT, 
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CAUTION: 

When mounting  
"THATCH-AWAY SUPA" ensure 
that the correct mounting kits are 
used. 
Incorrect kit fittings may damage this 
equipment. 
Refer to "adapter kit layouts", for a 
full detail description of model kit 
numbers. 

THATCH-AWAY IS NOW SET TO THE REQUIRED CUTTING 
HEIGHT. THATCH-AWAY CAN NOW BE MOUNTED ON TO THE 
MOWER.  
NOTE: IT IS ALWAYS ADVISABLE TO TAKE A TEST CUT 
OVER THE TURF SURFACE TO ENSURE THAT THE CUTTING 
HEIGHT IS PRECISE BEFORE PROCEEDING.  

Cutting height for Verticutter 
should not Normally exceed   
Negative 4 mm depth.  

NOTE: Unit in working 

Turning the Knurled adjusting knob clockwise by one click, will lower the 

Thatch-Away into the green by 0.25 mm. (0.010”) 

One full turn clockwise (4 clicks) is equal to 1.0 mm into the green. (0.040”) 

1½ turns = 1/16” 
 

Each groove on the gauge visible below the master setting point shows how 

many mm into the ground the attachment is working  

 
 

One Click =  0.25 mm. 
(0.010”) 
1½ Turns =  1/16” 

STEPPED EDGE of Grooved gauge, 

correctly aligned with top face of 

Knurled handgrip. 

MASTER SETTING POINT A. 

TOP of the Grooved gauge level 

with the top face of the knurled 

adjusting knob. 

MASTER SETTING POINT B. 

CASSETTE WEIGHTS 

Verticutter cassette                                                            10.6 kg.                  (23.3 1b)                

Groomer cassette                                                                 8.6 kg.                  (18.9 1b) 

Scarifier cassette                                                                  8.6 kg.                  (18.9 1b) 

Deep slicer cassette                                                              7.6 kg.                  (16.71b) 

Sarel Roller cassette                                                          29.8 kg.                  (65.5 1b) 

Star Slitter cassette                                                            23.6 kg.                  (51.9 1b) 

Rotary Brush (Black) cassette                                          6.7 kg.                  (14.7 1b) 

Rotary Brush (Blue) cassette                                            6.7 kg.                  (14.7 1b) 

Top Dreesing Brush cassette                                           10.0 kg.                  (22.0 1b)               

                 
 



 
 

 

 

 

When blade protection is  
activated sufficient blade  
clearance is provided when  
on a hard flat surface. 

TO ACTIVATE THE BLADE PROTECTION  PULL OUT LATCH PIN AND TURN TO  HORIZONTAL 
THEN PULL REAR ROLLER YOKE DOWN AND BACK BEFORE RETURNING THE RINGS TO THEIR VERTI-
CAL POSITION IN ORDER TO LOCK THE YOKE IN  FULLY BACK POSITION   

THATCH-AWAY IN CUTTING  
POSITION 

TO LOCK THE YOKE 
Pull and turn latch pins to  
the vertical to lock the yoke 
in the desired position 

TO UNLOCK THE 
YOKE 
Pull and turn latch ring to  
the horizontal to allow the 
yoke to be moved to the 

Rear Roller Yoke is now inside the 
frame and locked in cutting posi-

Rear Roller Yoke will pivot  
without locking in any posi-
tion and should not be kept in 
this position 

To prevent blade damage  
do not disengage the blade  
protection system when  
lowering on a hard surface. 

WARNING: 

When the rear roller Yoke is 
locked forward  the cutting 
blades must always be on a turf 
surface when lowered. 

NOTE: 

When the rear roller Yoke is locked 
back the cutting blades are clear of 
the parking surface and it is safe to 
lower the units. 

NOTE: 

To activate the blade protection, 
Pull out latch pins and turn to the  
horizontal, then pull rear roller yoke 
down and back before returning the 
rings to their vertical to lock the yoke 
in  position.   

Ensure that the swing roller Lock is 
activated before THATCH-AWAY is 
lowered for storage. 

NOTE: 

BLADE PROTECTION  

SYSTEM 
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LOCKING AND UNLOCKING THE REAR ROLLER YOKE 



 
 

 

 

 

2b. TORO GM 3-3100 with groomers  
Where greens mowing units are equipped with groomer attachments, fit extension brackets to Thatch-Aways, see fig. 2b.  

Models GM3-3100 attach brackets to cutting height adjusters using center two holes.  

Fit units to greensmower and attach hydraulic motors in usual way.  

2c. TORO GM 3200 1996-98 type  
Remove 9/16” head bolts fitted to outside edges of the Toro's carrier rollers and replace with short threaded ball studs 

(TAS206C). The center unit also requires the use of stepped linkages TAS239C see fig 2c. Attach long linkage arms 

TAS238C to right and left units, and short linkage arms TAS237C to center unit as shown. Fit units to greensmower and 

attach hydraulic motors in usual way.  

TAS205 ball studs are  
fitted to rearmost holes  

Fig 

height of cut 
assembly 

TAS205 ball stud 

front roller assembly 

GM3250 use the  
two rear holes. 

Fig 2b.  

Most models use the 
two center holes. 

set screw 

grooming attachment 
 bracket 

ball stud nut 

center unit 

Fig 2c.  height adjusting  
assembly 

swivel bush 

linkage arm (long) TAS238C  

NOTE: REPLACE 
EXISTING 
ROLLER BOLTS WITH,  coupling 

linkage arm (short) TAS237C  

Stepped linkage  
TAS239C 

Right and left  

        units 

2d. TORO GM 3200 1999 type and GM3250 without groomers  
Fit short threaded ball studs TAS206C to front holes in cutting height adjusters (see item 4, page 10). Attach your 

Greensmowers linkage arms to these front ball studs and attach hydraulic motors in usual way.  

 

2e. TORO GM 3200 1999 type and GM3250 with groomers  
Where greens mowing units are equipped with groomer attachments, fit extension brackets to Thatch-Aways see fig 2b        

Attach brackets to cutting height adjusters using rearmost two holes. Fit units to greensmower and attach hydraulic 

motors in usual way.  

 

Important Notes.  

Toro GM3200 and 3250  
These models have been sold by Toro with the hydraulic drive motor for the front right hand unit fitted to either the right 

or left hand ends of this unit. Accordingly, one unit of your set of Thatch-Aways will have drive splines in both ends of 

the cutter shaft. Motor adapter screws may be swapped to either end of this unit to suit the way your particular 

greensmower is configured.  
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TORO FITTING KIT TO SUIT ALL MODELS  

FROM GM3-3250. 
FITTING INSTRUCTIONS 

 

1. All Models  
 

Attach lifting U bolts to units.  

 

2a. TORO GM3-3100 without groomers  
Ensure the ball studs with long threads TAS205 are fitted to rearmost holes in the cutting height adjusters.  

Fit Thatch-Aways to greens mower and attach hydraulic motors in usual way. 

FITTING INSTRUCTIONS 
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??TG 

TAS206C 



 
 

 

 

 

JOHN DEERE 2243  
 

1. Attach lifting brackets to the units as shown, using the correct positions  

for your particular model of 2243 greensmower.  

 

2, Fit Thatch-Aways to greens mower using existing JOHN DEERE Pull Frames.  

 

3. Attach grassbox carrier frames from greens mowing units to the Thatch-Away units,  

 

4a. For early models where rear of greens mowing units are suspended by a cable, fit lifting brackets 
TAS207 to the topside of the unit chassis flange and use the short chains  

and D shackles provided to attach the Thatch-Aways; to the lifting arm.    

CROSS BAR 
LIFTING PLATE TAS213  

SHORT CHAIN  
AND D 
SHACKLE 

RIGHT & LEFT UNITS 
BOLT LIFT BRACKET TAS207  
ON BOTTOM OF CROSS BAR 

SHORT CHAIN  
AND D SHACKLE 

INTERMEDIATE MODELS 

BOLT LIFT BRACKET TAS207  
ON TOP OF CROSS BAR 

FOR EARLY MODELS  

4b. For intermediate models where the rears of the front greens mowing units are suspended by bent metal rods that hook 
over the greensmowers lifting arms (which are made from square tube), fit lifting plate TAS213 to the underside of the 

bracket on the lifting arm. 'The rears of the front Thatch-Away units are then attached by using the short chains and D 

shackles provided to connect lifting brackets TAS207 (which are fitted to the underside of the flange on the unit chassis) to 

the lifting plate on the greensmower arm.  

FOR THE NEWEST MODELS 

D SHACKLE 
CROSS BAR 

LONG CHAIN SHORT CHAIN 

D SHACKLE 

D SHACKLE 

RIGHT & LEFT UNITS 

D SHACKLE 

FITTING 
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CENTER UNIT 
BOLT LIFT BRACKET TAS207  

ON TOP OF CROSS BAR 

RIGHT & LEFT UNITS 
BOLT LIFT BRACKET TAS207  
ON BOTTOM OF CROSS BAR 

RIGHT, LEFT 
& 

CENTER UNITS 

??T??

??T??

??T??



 
 

 

 

 

Rotate bearing housing to suit the required stud diameter. 

3/8" motor stud  
location 

Remove deflector screws  
and rotate cutter housing 
90o as required. 

motor studs  

Push back safety lock to  
release latch body outwards 

lift latch body 
outwards  
to release front portion  
of  frame assembly. 

Swing forward front 
portion of  frame 
assembly. 

Four (4) motor  
stud location 

Slide cassette into position and secure by  
closing the frame and ensuring that the  
latches are securely locked on both sides. 

5/16" motor stud   
Location 

NOTE: When 
NON 

POWERED 
CASSETTES 

are installed only 
the 5/16" studs 
are used on all 

models.   

frame 

Front Portion of   
latch assembly. 

FITTING ROTOR CASSETTE 
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Ensure that the frame is latched 
closed and safety locks are securely 
in lock position after cassette is 
fitted. 

CAUTION:  

Do not attempt to physically 
handle the cutter blades when 
they are in rotation.  
Always switch off the power  
source and allow time for the 
cutter blades to slow down  
and stop. 

WARNING:  

: Before changing the cassette ensure that all hydraulic drive motors are removed 

: Before changing the cassette ensure that "Thatch-Away supa" is removed from the greensmower  
: Do not attempt this operation while engine is running.                           
: Do not attempt to physically handle the cutter blades when they are in rotation.  
: Always switch off the power source and allow time for the cutter blades to slow down and stop. 
: Ensure that the frame is latched closed and safety locks are securely in lock position after rotor e is 
fitted. 

WARNING: 
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REMOVING CASSETTE 

1. 2. 

SWAPPING MOTOR MOUNTING 

STUD POSITION  

REFITTING CASSETTE 

??T??

??T??
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Thatch-Away Supa 
TOP DRESSING BRUSH CASSETTE

ASSEMBLY SPECIFICATIONS
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MAINTENANCE  

After use, blow off the units with compressed air line. Do not pressure wash unless there is debris 

stuck to the inside of the deflector plate, which should be washed off taking care not to direct the jet 

into the roller and rotor bearings. When washing Rotary or Topdressing Brushes, or the Scarifies with 

the brush spacer, use only cold water to avid softening and distorting the bristles. 

 

Check tightness of all bolts and nuts monthly, paying particular attention to the large Cutter Blade 

Lock Nuts at both ends of the Rotor assembly.   

M
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N

A
N

C
E

  

Do not direct the pressure wash jet into 

the roller bearings. 

When washing Rotary or Topdressing 

Brushes, or the Scarifies with the brush 

spacer, use only cold water to avid softening 

and distorting the bristles 

Check tightness of all bolts and nuts 

monthly, paying particular attention to 

the large Cutter Blade Lock Nuts at 

both ends of the Rotor assembly 

HEIGHT OF CUT ASSEMBLY 

MAINTENANCE 
Do not over grease 
Only grease to remove  

any water that may have collected  

in the assembly. 

CASSETTE MAINTENANCE 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

GUARANTEE 
 

Your thatch-Away is covered by a 5 year parts and labour warranty for commercial use, and a 3  
month warranty for hire use. 
 
This is a genuine bumper-to-bumper and includes everything except components subject to fair  
wear and tear such as blades, brushes, bearings, drive splines, etc, and damage caused by  
corrosion, abuse or lack of maintenance.  

 
 

 

CONTACT US 
 
For further information, support or advice please contact: 
info@greentek.uk.com    
+44 (0)113 267 7000 
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